
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the President, Jhera Woodard 
  

Dear OAHQ Members, 
 

I am so honored to be able to serve as the President of this organization! I have been attending OAHQ meetings for several 
years and decided last year to volunteer my talents. I have enjoyed the speakers, the networking, the opportunity to learn, 
and to gain continuing education. I used to reflect on the conferences and think to myself, what could I bring to this 
organization? Most of us who work in the quality arena think of ways to make things more functional, more efficient, how 
to improve, etc. Being a person who has experience in the managed care industry, I also wondered what I could do to help 
increase awareness and collaboration amongst hospital and managed care industries. 
 
Taking an active role within the organization was a way to make my thoughts become a reality. We’ve incorporated some 
topics within this year’s conference that provide managed care and Medicaid information. It is a great start to continue to 
help OAHQ sustain and improve! 
 
We are always looking for volunteers to assist our organization. Perhaps you’ve thought about ways that your talents can 
be an asset. If you enjoy giving back and appreciate what this organization has done for you…volunteer and help this 
organization to continue to be successful! We need you…VOLUNTEER WITH OAHQ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

F a l 2 0 1 6 

 

                                                                                                                                

In This Issue: 
Page 2:  Legislative Corner 

Page 4: Meet Your Newest Board Member 

Page 5: CPHQ Review Classes  
 

Ohio Association for Healthcare Quality 

2019 Board of Directors  

President Jhera Woodard 
President-Elect Laurel Dolejs 
Past President Patti Klingel 
Treasurer Theresa Frissora Wnek 

 
Committees 
Conference Susan Butler 

  Jody Ciccone-Snyder 
 

Continuing Ed Patti Klingel 
Website Colette Wolf 

   
Members 
At Large Gloria McFarland 

  Shari Botts 
  Michelle Cunningham 
   

Newsletter  
Editor   Sandy Macovei 
Designer Mariette Keating 

   

Registration Now Open for the 2019 OAHQ Conference 
2019 OAHQ Conference May 16-17 
QUEST Conference Center 
8405 Pulsar Pl. 
Columbus, Ohio 43240 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/oahq-2019-annual-
conference-registration-tickets-52512523371 

OAHQ Website – Now Open for Business! 
“Construction” is completed on the OAHQ website. Please visit 
us at www.oahq.org for information about your Board 
members, registration links for the conference and upcoming 
Quality Review class, and more! 
You can also always email us at OAHQ1119@gmail.com with 
urgent questions. 
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Legis lative Corner  

By Shari Botts  
 

Medical Marijuana is Now Available in the Buckeye State 
 
More than 3500 registered patients were able to legally buy medical marijuana in Ohio for the first time on January 15, 

2019, from one of four dispensaries (two in Wintersville, one in Sandusky, and one in Canton). Dispensaries sold 8.7 pounds 

of marijuana on the first day, >$75,000 worth.  Only dried marijuana flower (or bud) was sold; none of the state-licensed 

processors are operating, so oils, lotions, patches, edibles, and other products are not yet available.  

As of 3/1/19, there are eight dispensaries open statewide and there have been $1.1 million in sales. Dispensaries are 

regulated by the State Board of Pharmacy. 

Ohio law limits patients to buying and possessing no more than a 90-day supply of medical marijuana.  You may have heard 

about the ‘Ohio Tenth’ which is a reference to the 2.83 gram (or one-tenth of an ounce) that is the required amount for 

plant material to be packaged and sold.  The other 33 states that allow medical marijuana do not have this limit.  The 

average price is $50.00 per one-tenth of an ounce.  Prices are anticipated to lower as more cultivators compete. 

While there are currently 21 qualifying medical conditions for which a certified physician can recommend medical 

marijuana, a State Committee is considering adding 6 conditions: opioid addiction, autism, general anxiety, chronic anxiety, 

depression, and insomnia.  After consulting with medical specialists and experts from other medical marijuana programs, 

recommendations will be made to the full Medical Board by the end of June. 

A searchable list of the over 300 physicians who can recommend medical marijuana in Ohio is available at this website:  

https://www.cleveland.com/open/2019/02/374-doctors-can-recommend-ohio-medical-marijuana-here-is-the-searchable-

list.html 

And, as always, all the details are available at https://medicalmarijuana.ohio.gov 

 
Historical information: 

Ohio House Bill 523 passed in May 2016, and the Ohio Medical Marijuana Control Program became operational on 9/8/18.   

Physicians recommending medical marijuana must obtain a Certificate to Recommend (CTR) from the State Medical Board of 

Ohio.  Applicants with an active, unrestricted MD or DO license must complete at least two hours of continuing medical 

education (must be approved by Ohio State Medical Association and/or Ohio Osteopathic Association).  Ohio law does not 

authorize any Medical Board licensee to possess medical marijuana in the course of his/her practice.  This includes massage 

oils, creams containing cannabinoids.  Physicians do not write prescriptions, but provide the patient with a recommendation 

for medical marijuana which the patient then takes to a state approved dispensary to purchase marijuana legally.  The Ohio 

Board of Pharmacy has licensed 56 dispensaries (out of 376 applications) across 28 geographic districts.  Medical marijuana 

is available in these limited forms ONLY: oil, tincture, capsule, or other edible forms, patches, metered oil or plant material 

that can be administered through a vaporizing device.     
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SMOKING marijuana is always and everywhere illegal in the state of Ohio. Patients using medical marijuana CANNOT drive 

while impaired regardless of how much of the drug is in their system.  Having a medical marijuana card is not a ‘get out of 

jail free’ card; the DUI/OVI laws still apply for drivers and no one can drive while impaired by marijuana. 

There are Qualifying Conditions:  Certified physicians can recommend medical marijuana ONLY for the treatment of these 

21 qualifying medical conditions:  AIDS, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, Alzheimer’s disease, cancer, chronic traumatic 

encephalopathy, Crohn’s disease, epilepsy or another seizure disorder, fibromyalgia, glaucoma, hepatitis C, inflammatory 

bowel disease, multiple sclerosis, pain that is either chronic and severe or intractable, Parkinson’s disease, positive status for 

HIV, post-traumatic stress disorder, sickle cell anemia, spinal cord disease or injury, Tourette’s syndrome, traumatic brain 

injury, and ulcerative colitis.   

What policies are hospitals developing?   

Ohio hospitals are typically NOT allowing the use of medical marijuana for inpatients and have cited some of these reasons: 

 Medical malpractice insurance providers have been clear:  Even though medical marijuana is legal in the State of 

Ohio, it is NOT legal by Federal law, and in the eyes of insurers, federal law supersedes state law.   

 Hospitals receive millions of dollars from Medicare/Medicaid.  Handling a federally banned drug in a hospital 

complicates access to those federal dollars. 

 Medical marijuana is NOT approved by the FDA.  Insurance companies such as Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield and 

United Healthcare have said they will not cover medical marijuana that is not FDA-approved. 

 Cannabis is still classified as a Schedule 1 drug under the controlled substances act; any use, even possession, of any 

amount of a Schedule 1 substance is illegal and can result in criminal prosecution under federal law. 

 

Helping in the Fight against the Opioid Crisis? 

Two studies published in JAMA Internal Medicine in May 2018 have shown that states with medical marijuana laws have 

significant reductions (a 5.88% lower rate) in opioid prescribing.  States with recreational laws have an even greater effect (a 

6.38% lower rate). 
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City where you grew up:  Bedford Heights 

 

City you reside in now:  Bedford 
 
Your Alma Mater:  Lutheran Medical Center School of Nursing, 

Graceland University, Walden University, American Sentinel University 
 
Current employer, current position:  Program Manager of 

Accreditation, Cleveland Clinic Hillcrest Hospital 
 

 
Interests: Travel, Broadway Musicals, Games, Puzzles, Member of 

Cleveland Playhouse Square. 

 
Length of time serving as a Board member/offices 
held:  First year as a Board member. 

 

Why you decided to join the Board: I decided to join the 

board as an opportunity to lead and to network with like-minded 
colleagues.  

Advice to someone who is considering joining the 
OAHQ Board:  The OAHQ Board is composed of professional 

collaborative women who share an interest in quality improvement for 
recipients of care in a variety of settings and in the work environment 
for caregivers. Being a member of the Board is an opportunity, do not 
pass on an opportunity. 



 
 

Upcoming Healthcare Quality CPHQ Review Classes! 
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OAHQ is pleased to offer the following Quality Review classes in 2019 to assist in preparation for the CPHQ exam. You 
can register for these classes at the Eventbrite links below. 
 

May Class 

Date: May 14-15 
Time: 8 am – 4 pm 
Location:  QUEST Conference Center, Columbus, OH 
Hotel:  The Fairfield Inn 9000 Worthington Rd, Columbus, OH 43240 (614) 568-0770 
Fee:  Members:  $290*, Nonmembers $390* 
          *Lunch included 
Registration Date: Open now 
Class size limit: 30 
Presenter:  Susan Mellott, PhD 
 

 

Eventbrite Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/oahq-2019-annual-conference-registration-tickets-52512523371 

 

July Class 

Date:  July 17-18 
Time:  8 am – 4 pm 
Location:  Hillcrest Hospital, Mayfield Heights, OH 
Hotel: Staybridge Suites, Cleveland East – 6103 Landerhaven Dr, Mayfield Heights, OH 44124 (440) 442-9200 
Fee:  $275, Nonmembers $375 
Registration Date: open now 
Class size limit:  40 
Presenter:  Susan Mellott, PhD 
 

Eventbrite Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/july-2019-oahq-cphq-review-class-tickets-56642959617 

 

September Class 

Date: September 26-27 
Time:  8 am – 4 pm 
Location:  Fulton County Health Center, Wauseon, OH 
Hotel: Days Inn 8319 SR 108, Wauseon, OH 43567 (419) 823-9721 
Fee: $275, Nonmembers $375 
Registration Date: open now 
Class size limit:  100 
Presenter:  Susan Mellott, PhD 
 

Eventbrite Link:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/september-2019-oahq-cphq-review-class-tickets-56641141178 
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